Schedule Of Services

Sunday
Bible Study 9:30 A. M.
Worship 10:30 A. M.
Worship 4:00 P. M.
Wednesday
Midweek Services: 7 P. M.

2nd Sunday Potluck following the
morning service. At 1 PM we will
have a singing service.
Tuesday:
Ladies Class -- 10 A. M. (Sept. —
June)
Men’s Class — 10 A.M.

Our Preacher:
Toney L. Smith — (817) 914-0349

How To ACCESS OUR BULLETINS
AND SERMON OUTLINES.

Google:
rendonchurchofchrist.com
Choose resources.

Choose Articles or Sermon
Outlines.

How To ACCESS RENDON’S LIVE
BROADCAST ON PHONES AND
COMPUTERS.

1. Google: oabs.org.

2. Click on congregations.

3. Then click on Rendon Live
Broadcast.

4. That should bring you to our
live worship services.

5. Then click the Join button.

Live Broadcasts

We are broadcasting our worship
services over the Internet.

Our website address:

https://rendonchurchofchrist.com/

Also find us at OABS.org - Go to
Congregation>Rendon>Website

Email address:
rendonchurchofchrist@gmail.com

Phone 817-483-1240

You can find us on both
YouTube and Facebook
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God’s Plan For Salvation
Hear: Rom. 10:17.
Believe: Mark 16:16.
Repent: Luke 13:3, 5.
Confess: Rom. 10:9-10.
Baptism: Acts 2:38.

Be Faithful: 1 Cor. 15:58.

There is no other way!
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Rendon’s Prayer List:
Barbara Archey, Sophia
Kersten, Edith Smith,
Larry Lallance, Darlene
Scott, Robbie Roth,
Geneice, and Derral.

Family and Friends:
Leanna Shafer, Paula and Sandy
(Frank, and Sherra’s nieces). Justin
Siklosi (Christine’s grandson). Edith
has asked us to pray for her son
(Tommy McGuire) and for her
cousins, Sherry Bigham and Richard
Endsley. Mary Lou Joseph and Joyce
Morris (Friends of Toney and Debby).

Just A Thought:

Language is the expression of
thought. Every time you speak, your
mind is on parade.
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Encourager:

~

Welcome to Our Visitors
Thank you for choosing to worship
with us. Please fill out a visitor
card. We would like to have a
record of your attendance with us.
If traveling, we pray for your safe

journey )

Sermon Titles:
AM: One Thing Leads To Another.
PM: 1 PM singing following potluck.

Potluck Today.
We will have our monthly POTLUCK
today. Everyone is invited.

In the Military:

Keith Pilgrim and Justin
Cormier.

Burleson, TX. 76028




LET GOD DO THE CLAPPING
Bobby Duncan

From time to time, a question arises concerning the practice of clapping
during our worship periods to show our approval of something said or done.
This practice is, generally speaking, relatively new among churches of Christ.
That fact in itself does not make the practice either right or wrong. Neither
does the fact that it is a practice borrowed by our denominational neighbors
from the entertainment industry, and then adopted by churches of Christ
from them. The rightness or wrongness of an act is determined, not by its
antiquity or its novelty, not by who has or has not made it a practice, but by
whether or not it is in harmony with the teaching of the New Testament.
Clapping during worship fits into the agenda of those who are trying to
change the church. Some of them have made it plain that worship must be
changed to make it more appealing to the worshiper. Calvin Warpula wrote,
“I also believe we should let individuals and congregations use the musical
format they like without judging them.” * Rubel Shelly said, “The tired,
uninspiring event we call worship in traditional churches has to give way to
the exhilarating experience of God that exhibits and nourishes life in the
worshipers.”2 He also said in the same speech, “The church has got to change.
If it doesn’t change, my kids are not going to stay with it.” These statements
suggest that worship must please the worshiper. They ignore the fact that
worship is designed to honor God. When the design of worship is to entertain
the worshiper, we expect those being entertained to show their approval by
clapping. There is the same authority for clapping in Christian worship as
there is for playing a piano or organ. It is doing something for which there is
no divine authority. Furthermore, those among our brethren who first started
clapping in worship are the same ones who have stretched the tent of
fellowship over the denominational world, and who will not say those who
use the instrument in worship sin in so doing. While clapping has now caught
on with some who are otherwise, it should be remembered that handclapping
in worship was originally borrowed from denominations by some who believe
those in the denominations have God’s approval. It would be admitted by
most that clapping the hands in worship does not in any way add to the
dignity and solemnity of the occasion. It does not do honor to God; we honor
Him by doing what He has told us to do in worship, and He has not told us to
clap. It is also a fact that, until recent years, it was considered in bad taste to

applaud any religious activity. Who is being applauded when there is hand
clapping in worship? Are those who clap their hands doing so to honor God?
If so, they are seeking to honor God in some way He has not authorized,
rather than as He has directed. “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). Second John 9 says,
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son.” It will be admitted by all that we can abide in the doctrine of Christ
without ever having a round of applause in any of our worship assemblies. If
hand clapping is something of value in one’s worship, then why didn’t God
prescribe it? Could it be that those who initiated this practice think they have
thought of something God overlooked? Or did God simply not know of its
great value? Brethren with such wisdom would do well to read First
Corinthians 3:18-20: no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth
to be wise in this world, let him come a fool, that he may be wise. For the
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, for it is written, He taketh the
wise in their o1 craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth thoughts of the wise,
that they are vain.” Those really interested in the peace and harmony of the
church will not insist on clapping in worship. They will agree that clapping is
not necessary for scriptural worship. They will also acknowledge that
clapping is not an act God has prescribed. Therefore, they must confess that
they can worship scripturally and conscientiously without applauding. In
love with those who conscientiously oppose it, and in the interest of peace
and harmony, it should be omitted. Occasionally, one will be heard to say that
handclapping is no different from saying “Amen.” But there is one slight
difference: saying, “Amen,” is authorized in Scripture: First Corinthians
14:16, “Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth
the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he
understandeth not what thou sayest?” Where is the verse that mentions
clapping hands in worship? I would emphasize that I am not opposed to
change, provided it is in harmony with the will of God and will be an
improvement. However, if we are to improve our worship, it will not be by
adding other acts, but by improving the worshipers. If there is to be applause
in connection with our worship, let it be by God; he is the only audience. All
of us are participants. (ENDNOTES: * Wineskins. (Vol. I, No. 10, p. 30).
2 Statement made in a speech at the Richland Hills church in Dallas, TX.;
4207 Adamsville Pkwy Adamsville AL 35005).



