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The New Birth.
Toney L. Smith

In John 3:1-5, Jesus emphasized the need for one to be born again.
When Jesus made this statement, Nicodemus was confused as to the
meaning of such a statement. Today many are still confused concerning
this statement, especially in the way in which to achieve the New Birth.

Do we really think that Jesus was trying to say something that was not
to be understood? Was this ever the case in the teachings of our Lord?
And especially so concerning the way to achieve the new birth which He
said was a necessity for one’s entering the kingdom.

Surely, we cannot think that this would be something that He would
shroud with an unsolvable mystery. No, it can be said with certainty that
whatever Christ meant, it was a thing that you and I can know.

The new birth is not some mystical experience. It is a practical action
that all must become familiar with. When we discuss the new birth there
are at least four things that are to take place in connection with birth:
(1) there must be a seed, (2) there must be a seedbed (3) there must be
one that sows the seed, and (4) there must be a reception and
germination. This is true in the physical realm as well as in the spiritual.
In the spiritual area, we find these things present in this manner:

1. The seed to be sown is God’s Word (James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23;
Luke 8:11).

2. The seedbed into which the seed is sown is the heart of man (Luke
8:12-15).

3. The sower is the one that will take that Word and take it to those
who are lost. He is the individual who fulfills the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16).

4. The reception and germination are achieved when one is
responsive to the Gospel by obedience to it (Luke 8:9-15;
Romans 10:17; Acts 2:38, 41; Romans 6:17-18).

Baptism in water is the action expressed by one who believes and is
willing to obey the simple teaching of the Gospel (Romans 1:16; Act

22:16). The new birth is coming into a newness of life. When man sins
he dies spiritually (Ezekiel 18:20; Isaiah 59:11-2), he is separated
from God and thus must be reconciled to Him. Christ came to bring
about this reconciliation (John 10:10; Ephesians 2:1-5). This new
life begins when one comes to Christ repenting of sin and by being
baptized. The news life requires complete obedience to the Father’s will.
Not before!

It is plain from the above passages that the new birth and man’s
salvation are the same. Whatever is required for salvation is necessary
for the new birth (John 6:44-45; 8:24; Luke 13:3; Mark 16:16).
One cannot be saved without fulfilling all requirements. And one cannot
be born again without immersion in water for the remission of sins
(Acts 2:38).
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Baptism and Man’s Salvation.
Author Unknown

Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16). Notice the Lord said,
one who (1) Believes; and (2) Is baptized; (3) Shall be saved. Notice what
Jesus did not say. Christ did not say, “He that believes is saved (at the
point of belief) and should be baptized.”

Men may teach such, but Christ never did. His Word, the New
Testament of Christ, teaches plainly that baptism (a burial in water for
the remission of sins (Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12; Acts 2:38)
is essential to salvation. Ananias told the penitent believer Saul (Paul),
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy
sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Paul’s sins were
not washed away until he obeyed the word of the Lord by being
baptized.

One’s sins today are not washed away until he, as a penitent believer,
obeys the Word of the Lord by being buried in water for the remission
of sins. Have you obeyed His Word?



