Schedule Of Services

Sunday
Bible Study 9:30 A. M.
Worship 10:30 A. M.
Worship 4:00 P. M.
2nd Sunday Potluck following the
morning service. At 1:15 we will
have a singing service.

Tuesday:

Ladies Class -- 10 A. M. (Sept. —
June)
Wednesday
Midweek Services: 7:30 P. M.

Our Preacher:
Toney L. Smith — (817) 483-1240
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Live Broadcasts

We are broadcasting our worship
services over the Internet.

Our website address:

https://rendonchurchofchrist.com/

Also find us at OABS.org - Go to
Congregation>Rendon>Website

Email address:
rendonchurchofchrist@gmail.com

Phone 817-483-1240

You can find us on both
YouTube and Facebook

Check out this web site:
BIBLEWAYMEDIA.ORG

(We help support this work.)

& Works Rendon Supports. R

Chuck Northrop: OABS Director.
Online Academy of Biblical
Studies.

Oologah, OK Internet Radio.
Cherokee Children’s Home.

Volume: 25
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12220 Rendon Rd.

Number: 49
Burleson, TX. 76028
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( God’s Plan For \

Salvation
Hear: Rom. 10:17.
Believe: Mark 16:16.
Repent: Luke 13:3, 5.
Confess: Rom. 10:9-10.
Baptism: Acts 2:38.
Be Faithful: 1 Cor. 15:58.

\ There is no other way! J

Rendon’s Prayer List:
Sophia Kersten, Delpha Pearce,
Brandy Smith, Edith Smith, Kay
Johnston, Larry Lallance, Johnny
Graham. Geneice and Derral, Robbie
and Edwina, Debby Smith, Tip and
Phillis. Edith Smith is doing well
following her surgery on Friday.
Johnny Graham got a good report
from his tests.

Family and Friends:
Rocky Craig, Curtis Lallance,
Ashleigh Martinez, the granddaughter
of Darlene Scott, April Lidell and
Rocky Craig.

Welcome to Our Visitors
Thank you for choosing to worship
with us. We would like to have a
record of your attendance. Please
fill out a visitor card. We look

\forward to seeing you again. y

Today’s Sermons

AM: Overcoming Tribulations.
PM: Master The Tempest is Raging.

In the Military:
Keith Pilgrim and
Justin Cormier.
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Are the Jews Still the Chosen People of God?

Roger D. Campbell

Have you ever given serious thought to this question? You may have done
more than consider it. It may be the case that you have even discussed it
with others. If you have heard others talk about it, then most likely you have
observed three answers. Some vehemently deny that the Jews are still God’s
special people. Others just as strongly affirm that they are. And, there are
those folks that admit they do not know the correct answer (and may not
really care). How does the Bible answer this inquiry?

The Israelites were the descendants of Abraham through his son Isaac and
Isaac’s son Jacob. Jacob’s other name was “Israel” (Genesis 32:28), so all of
his offspring were known as “Israelites” or “the children of Israel.” They
later were identified also as “Jews.”

It is a fact that in the Old Testament era, the children of Israel were the
chosen, special people of God. The Lord instructed Moses to tell the
Israelites, “...if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then
you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people, for all the earth is
Mine” (Exodus 19:5). Moses later reminded them, “For you are a holy
people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a
people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of
the earth” (Deuteronomy 7:6).

What was the significance of the Israelites or Jews being God’s “chosen”
people? Jesus was the Messiah, the “Seed” about whom Jehovah had
spoken to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, promising that through their “Seed”
all nations would be blessed (Galatians 3:16). The Christ came from the
Jewish nation, making Him a Jew “according to the flesh” (Romans 9:5).
When Jesus told a Samaritan woman that “salvation is of the Jews” (John
4:22), He did not mean that the Jews are the source of salvation. Only “the
God of our salvation” (Psalm 69:18) can provide redemption. By God’s
eternal plan, His Son would come to shed His blood, as a lamb without
blemish or spot (1 Peter 1:18,19). When He became flesh (John 1:14) in order
to be the Savior of the world (1 John 4:14), He was a Jew. That was the thrust
of God calling the Israelites His “chosen” people. They were blessed to be
the ones through whom the one-and-only Redeemer came.

So, if we are considering the past, yes, in God’s plan the Jews were His
special people before the establishment of the Lord’s church. There are
several New Testament facts that we need to recognize. First, in the
Christian era the chosen of God are in the Christ, which is also where all
spiritual blessings are available. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation
of the world...” (Ephesians 1:3,4; emphasis mine in all Bible quotes, rdc). In
the same manner, Paul addressed the Christians in Colosse as “the elect of
God” (Colossians 3:12).

Again, in the gospel age it is Christians, not Jews, who are identified as “the
people of God.” Hear Peter’s inspired description of Christians: “But you are
a chosen generation a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special
people...who once were not a people, but are now the people of God, who
had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy” (1 Peter 2:9,10).

Who are the children of God today? Is it those who are biologically of the
Jewish race? No. “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ”
(Galatians 3:26-27). When one responds to the faith (the gospel) by
believing and being baptized into the Christ, he becomes a child of God — a
member of God’s family. All of God’s children are in the Christ. Or, said
another way, God’s house or family is the church (1 Timothy 3:15).

What about the New Testament’s message about where saved people are
located? Salvation or forgiveness is in the Christ (Ephesians 1:7). And to
what does the Lord add saved people? To His church (Acts 2:47).

So, in the lingo of the new covenant, the chosen ones of God are in the
Christ, God’s children are in the Christ, saved people are in the Christ, and
God’s people are identified as Christians. According to the message of the
gospel, a person is born into the nation or family of God through a spiritual
birth (John 3:3,5). Does that mean, then, that physical Jews cannot be
saved? Not at all. Any Jew after the flesh can become part of God’s family
just like any non-Jew can. How? By obeying the gospel.



