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ISITTIME TO GO BACK HOME?

Whenever we grow up and feel that we are ready to leave home (i.e., the place
where we grew up with dad and mom and siblings}, we say goodbye to everyone
and go forth to seek our own goals in the world. After we are gone from home for
a while, we start to think about returning to see the folks and friends that grew up
with us. What fond memories that we have but did not know we had them until
we were far away from home? The memory of home to most is a joyful
remembrance, one that brings happiness and a longing to go back.

Time does pass swiftly, so a few years later a call comes, that dad or mom is
sick. The first thing that you do is make hasty arrangements to go back home
quickly. The reason for the haste is simple; you want to speak again with dad or
mom before it is too late. One of the great regrets of many people is that they did
not go back home in time to see dad or mom before they went to meet God.

Have you thought of going back home to see everyone again or have you
severed your ties with the family and old friends so that they do not mean much
to you now? You may think that you have been away too long, that no one misses
you but you may be sadly mistaken. You may suffer guilt for having not returned
home occasionally if a disaster strikes your family and friends before you can get
back to see them. Perhaps it is time to "go back home" for a visit. “Don’t forget
your church (spiritual) family?” — “COME HOME!”

Do not forget God's instruction: Ephesians 6:1-4: "Children, obey your
parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father and mother (which is the
first commandment with promise), that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest
live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but
nurture them in the chastening and admonition of the Lord" In Luke 15:11-24 we
read of a son who decided to leave his father’s house and strike out on his own.
He fell into a serious situation. There was a famine and he was famished.
Thankfully he came to himself (verse 17) and remembered the many blessings to
be enjoyed at home. He then turned and started the journey home. What joy he
must have felt when he saw his father running to meet him. He was back home
and in the presence of security and plenty of blessings.

(Author Unknown- Adapted)

(When we are away from our Father’s house we are in a pig’s wallow (2 Peter
2:22). The world has nothing of value or of benefit to us. If you are like the
Prodigal son, please look at what is around you and come home! — TLS)

HOW’S YOUR FIRE?
Jack H. Williams

“Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But
his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary
with forbearing, and I could not stay” (Jeremiah 20:9).

The other day I heard someone say it again... “I don’t talk about religion.” This
was from one who was living worldly and to be honest about it, if I was living as
he is living I wouldn’t want to bring up the things of God either! While such
attitudes ought to bother us, there is one that should bother us much more — how
many Christians have come to the decision that we will no longer “make mention
of Him” or “speak any more in His name?” Now some may be saying that there
are no Christians who have made such a decision, but ask yourself:

1. Have I invited anyone to our services?
2. What about our Saturday Seminar, Gospel Meeting or Youth Rally?

3. When was the last time I told someone that I was concerned about their
soul?

4. When was the last time I tried to encourage one who had gone astray?

If you have begun to realize that YOU have not done these things you are probably
thinking of all the reasons right now... “I work a lot of hours... I am busy with my
family... I don’t know as much as others... I am shy... I have done my part in times
past...” My! There are lots of reasons we can think of, aren’t there? But it still
comes down to one simple fact — If I am not doing these things, if I am not “talking
about religion,” then the fire in my heart has begun to flicker. It really doesn’t
matter what the “reason” might be, God will not accept any of our excuses.

Jeremiah made a terrible decision not to speak, but the fire within him could not
let him keep silent. What is that fire? Jeremiah notes that “His Word was in mine
heart.” If you have become a “watcher” instead of a “worker” why not take the time
to stoke the fire within you by returning His Word to your heart? The Lord needs
workers who are “weary with forbearing” and cannot keep silent about the
wonderful way of salvation He has provided. Ask yourself, “How’s my fire?”



