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SUNDAY NIGHT
Kevin Rutherford

I love Sunday nights because I can return to the church building and
worship again with my brethren, because I can express my love and
gratitude toward God in the praise I offer, because I can feed off of the
fellowship of faithful Christian brethren, because it gives me one more shot
of spiritual strength before facing the new week. I am so glad most
congregations have a Sunday night service. However, I am disappointed
that so many members refuse to take advantage of this tremendous
opportunity.

Isn’t it incredible that some Christians think ball games, TV, movies,
parties, and other forms of recreation are more important than assembling
with the saints to worship God? It is hard to believe, because Christians are
supposed to be those who love God in a completely dedicated way (Mark
12:30). It is difficult to fathom, because Christians are those who are
supposed to put God and the church first in their lives (Matthew 6:33). It
is difficult to comprehend, because Christians are supposed to be those who
love their brethren enough to die for them (1 John 3:16). Surely those who
love each other that much will hunger for another opportunity to worship
God together. It should be thought strange that a Christian who professes
to appreciate the sacrifice of Jesus would be unable to appropriately express
that appreciation through a desire to worship God on Sunday nights (John

3:16).

Sometimes there are things beyond a Christian’s control that will prevent
him from attending all of the services of the church. That is to be
understood. However, there are Christians fully capable of returning
Sunday night who don’t. There are Christians given that opportunity who
simply refuse to take advantage of it. Why? While each person is different
and the reasons behind this poor decision are different, I would like to offer
a few suggestions as to why some Christians won’t return Sunday night.

Some won’t return Sunday night because they are being choked out by the
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches (Luke 8:14). Some don’t
come back because they are new Christians and have not yet developed an
appropriate hunger for spiritual growth (1 Peter 2:1, 2). Most who don’t
come back have not dedicated their lives to God as they should have
(Romans 12:1-2).

KEKEKXKERK X I KX E XXX XXX

WHEN I WAS ABSENT FROM WORSHIP
Curry St. Church of Christ

1. It made some people question the reality of my religious faith (James
2:17).

2. It set an example of neglecting the assembly and failing to obey an
inspired command (Heb. 10:25).

3. Ifailed to observe the example set by the early church in partaking of
the Lord’s Supper on the Lord’s Day (Acts 20:7).

4. It made it impossible for the elders of the church to see that the entire
flock was fed or taught the Word of God 9Acts 20:28).

5. It indicated that I was not concerned about assembling with my
brethren and the Lord’s promise to be in our midst (Matt. 18:20).

6. Some must have concluded that I found more pleasure in fellowship
with the world than with the Lord and my brethren (2 Cor. 6:14).

7. 1 set the wrong example before my children and before others who
were influenced by my absence.

8. If I chose to be absent on a pleasure trip and made no plans to
worship God, it would prove that I love the Lord too little and love
the world too much (2 Tim. 4:10).

9. It set a pattern of irregular church attendance, violating the
steadfastness in teaching, fellowship, and worship that was practiced
by the apostolic church (Acts 2:42-47).

10.0n the day that I willfully chose to be absent, I failed to walk in the
light and did not enjoy the fellowship of my brethren (John 1:7).



